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Introduction 
 
Woodlake is a "restrictive covenant" community governed by the Woodlake Homeowners Association.   
The goal is to maintain a high-level residential development that is the hallmark of the community.  Per the 
Woodlake Corrective Recording of Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, Article V, Section 
3: 
 

In order to maintain a high-level residential development, to assure all houses and other structures 
are of appropriate size and are of harmonious design, properly located in relationship to neighboring 
structures, and adapted to the terrain of each lot, the Declarant retains full architectural control to 
achieve these objectives. 

 
The Woodlake HOA Board entrusts the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) to maintain the Woodlake 
Design Guidelines (WDG) and to evaluate changes and improvements to properties.  The ACC maintains the 
WDG to assist residents in meeting the community objectives.  Revisions to this document are approved by 
the Woodlake HOA Board.  The Woodlake ACC acts fully under the governance of the Woodlake HOA 
Board. 
 
The ACC evaluates changes and improvements to properties based on the following: 

• Woodlake Homeowners Association, Inc - Corrective Recording of Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions and Restrictions 

• Woodlake Design Guidelines (latest approved revision) 

• Representative unwritten standards in the community 

• “Southern traditional” design (developer’s intent) 

• ACC judgment for the overall well-being of the community 
 
Any changes that are not exact, replacement-in-kind to the exterior of the residence must be reviewed by the 
ACC by filling out a Major or Minor Change form, as appropriate.  Changes may include but are not limited 
to the following: 

• New build/construction 

• Any exterior color changes 

• Window, door or gutter changes 

• Roof changes 

• Deck or porch modifications 

• Fence installations or modifications 

• Tree removal (over 8-inches in dia., 
Dogwoods over 3-inches in dia.) 

• Significant landscape changes (including 
hardscape) 

• Room additions (including sunrooms) 

• Swimming pools and surrounding 
hardscape 

• Driveway modifications/extensions 

 
Standard ACC documents: 

• Woodlake Homeowners Association, Inc - Corrective Recording of Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions and Restrictions 

• Woodlake Design Guidelines (this document) 

• Woodlake ACC Major Change Application 

• Woodlake ACC Minor Change Application 

• Woodlake ACC Fence Neighbor Form 
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Contact Information 

For questions about the Design Guidelines or ACC, please contact the Chairman of the ACC or email 
WoodlakeColumbiaACC@gmail.com. The Chairman’s contact information can be found in the Woodlake 
newsletter. 
 
For questions regarding architectural restrictions in Woodlake, please contact the architect below: 
 

Ed Ballard-Sholly 
Edify Design, LLC 
1711 Woodcreek Farms Road, Suite C, Floor 2 
Elgin SC 29045  
 
Email: ed@edify.design 
Main/Mobile: (803) 736-1624 

 
  

http://cjeffstroud.com/
http://cjeffstroud.com/
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Project Classifications/Fee Schedule 
 

 There are fees associated with the various types of plan review in Woodlake. These fees are due upon 

submittal of plans. Plans will not be accepted without a check for the appropriate review fee. The fees are as 

follows: 

Project Classification Project Reviewing and Approval Fee 

Major Change Application 

Deck/Patio/Pergola/Gazebo Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval (may be Minor based on scope) 

$100* 

Driveway Modifications Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval 

$150* 

Retaining Walls Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval (may be Minor based on scope) 

$150* 

Pool & Pool Deck Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval (may be Minor based on scope) 

$150* 

Home Addition/ 
Sunroom 

Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval (may be Minor based on scope) 

$200* 

New Home Construction Architect Review & Comment 
ACC Approval 

$550* 

Minor Change Application 

Awning 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Color Scheme Change 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Fence 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Gutters 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Mailbox Post 
 

Purchase from HOA -- 

Major Landscaping/Hardscape 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Roof Replacement 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Satellite Dish 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Solar Panels 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Tree removal (over 8-inches in 
dia., Dogwoods 3-inches in dia.) 

ACC Approval -- 

Well Placement for Irrigation 
 

ACC Approval -- 

Window/Door Replacement 
 

ACC Approval -- 

 

● * Make checks payable to "Edify Design, LLC"  
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Construction Package (New Homes and Additions) 

New home construction and additions in Woodlake is subject to strict architectural control. Prior to 

construction and any disturbance to the lot, the overall plan for construction must be approved by the 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC). Information needed as well as certain minimum standards are 

outlined in this package. Plan approval is subject to a licensed builder as stated in the Woodlake Declaration 

of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (Article V, Section 4). 

Additions: Including all additions that add square footage, such as screened porches, sunroom enclosures, 

heated space, etc. or any changes to the footprint and/or roofline of the existing home. All structures must 

adhere to the requirements set forth in the Woodlake Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions 

(Article V, Sections 1 & 3). 

Listed below are the steps, procedures and contacts for new construction: 

1. Builder receives from a representative of the Woodlake Architectural Control Committee, Woodlake 

management company, or Woodlake Architect the following items: 

a. Woodlake Homeowners Association, Inc - Corrective Recording of Declaration of 

Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions 

b. Woodlake Design Guidelines (this document) 

i. Application for Architectural Design Review 

ii. Architectural Control Checklist 

iii. Architectural Standard Details 

iv. Typical Landscaping Minimum Requirements 

c. Woodlake ACC Major Change Application form 

 

2. ALL ITEMS ON THE WOODLAKE ARCHITECTURAL CHECKLIST MUST BE INCLUDED 

BEFORE SUBMISSION WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR APPROVAL. It is highly recommended 

that you use a qualified architect for your plans. 

 

3. Items should be delivered or mailed to: 

 

Ed Sholly, Edify Design, LLC 

1711 Woodcreek Farms Road, Suite C, Floor 2 

Elgin SC 29045 

 

Upon submission, the ACC will advise of any changes and further steps necessary to proceed. 

 

4. Once submitted plans are complete and acceptable, a letter of approval will be written to the owner. 

One copy of the submitted plans will be retained by the Woodlake ACC and/or the Woodlake 

Architect. 

 

5. The owner may notify the builder and construction may begin. 
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Application for Architectural Design Review 

Please fill out the following application, and include it in your submission to the Woodlake Architect: 

Full Name: ______________________________  

Mailing Address: ______________________________  

City: _________________________ State: _____ Zip: __________  

 Home #: (______)______-__________ Cell #: (______)______-__________  

 Work #: (______)______-__________ Fax #: (______)______-__________  

 Other #: (______)______-__________  type:  

Email: ______________________________   

Property Address: ______________________________  

Property Lot #: ____________________   Property Section #: __________    

Builder Name: ______________________________   Builder Phone #: (______)______-__________  

Builder License #:______________________________  

Approval Type (check all that apply): 

 ☐ New Construction ☐ Addition ☐ Fence/Pool Surround  ☐ Hardscaping  

☐ Solar Panel/Green Energy Items 

Exterior Colors and Materials (fill out all that apply, samples may be required):  

(Please include manufacturer name, and specific type) 

Brick: ______________________________   Roof: ______________________________  

Stucco: _____________________________   Siding: _____________________________  

Cornice and Trim:____________________   Window Sash: _______________________  

Other Colors: _________________________________________________________________  

I agree to follow the Woodlake Design Guidelines, Covenants and Restrictions, and By-Laws. 

Signature ________________________________________  
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Architectural Control Checklist 

Please follow this checklist when preparing plans to be submitted. Incomplete submissions will not be accepted. 

I. ☐ Review Fee: See Fee Schedule. 

II. ☐ Application for Architectural Design Review: Fill out and attach to plans. 

III. ☐ Site Plan (1” = 20’-0” scale): Plan is to show boundary lines of lot, easements, footprint of 

 house, porches, decks, driveways, walks, and patios. Show front, side, and rear setbacks from 

structures. Indicate and dimension any required "no-clear" and natural bugger areas and depict any 

hardwood trees that are 8 inches in caliper and/or 3 feet in height, and any dogwood trees that are 3” 

in caliper and/or 3 feet in height. Indicate exterior light location and type, location of HVAC units, 

and trash enclosures, pools, fences, spas, and other recreational equipment. 

IV. ☐ Floor Plans (1/4” = 1’-0” scale): Plans are to be dimensioned working drawings for 

 construction and are to include heated and gross square footage. Include wall, window, and 

 door dimensions. Provide door and window schedules for exterior doors and windows. 

V. ☐ Elevations (1/4” = 1’-0” scale): Front, rear, and both side elevations depicting exterior design, 

 material designations, roof, pitches, cornice details, column sizes and details, jack arches, window 

 and door surround details, decks, terraces, and railings, and ceiling heights of each floor with 

 appropriate dimensions and notes. 

VI. ☐ Sections and Details (3/4" = 1’-0” scale): Sections to show ceiling heights, rafter bearing 

 heights to reflected height shown on submitted elevations, window header heights, elevation 

 details, cornice details, roof jacks and pitch, etc. with appropriate dimensions and notes. 

VII. ☐ Roof Plan (1/4" = 1’-0” scale): Plan view of roof plan showing roof pitches, king rafters, 

 valleys, chimneys, crickets, and materials. 

VIII. ☐ Exterior Color Scheme: Put this information in the Application for Architectural Design 

 Review. 

 

The Woodlake Architect may require additional details, if necessary. 
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Architectural Details, Drawings and Specifications 

 

Exterior Facade 

1. Facade shall be brick, stucco, fiber-cement, or composite cladding. 

2. Vinyl or aluminum siding is not allowed.  

3. Gutters are to be metal and are to closely match fascia color.  Vinyl gutters are not permitted. 

Windows 

1. The developer’s original design intent was for Woodlake to be a southern, traditional-styled 

neighborhood.  In keeping with this style, all street-facing windows are to have muntins (grilles).  The 

muntins shown in the window design details are considered the minimum standard.  All window, 

muntin, sidelight and transom configurations are to be approved by the ACC.    

2. For lower homeowner maintenance, vinyl or vinyl-clad windows are approved for new or 

replacement applications. 

Soffits 

1. Only fiber cement or composite material may be used soffits. 

Front Porch and Steps Railing 

1. Wood railings must match the trim color on the house. 

2. Metal railings must be black in color. 

Roofing 

1. Roof shingles must be architectural-style, dark gray or black in color.  Color exceptions may be 

considered by the ACC depending on house coloration.   

2. Standing-seam metal roofing may be used on a limited basis due to roof pitch or for accent purposes.  
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Architectural Standard Details
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Landscaping Minimum Requirements 

Well maintained landscaping is important to the aesthetics of the neighborhood and to home value.  At a 
minimum, residents are encouraged to properly maintain the landscaping approved by the ACC as part of the 
initial site plan. 
 

• Per the Woodlake Corrective Recording of Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, 
Article V, Section 5: 

 
No tree with a diameter of eight (8”) inches or more, nor dogwood tree with a diameter of 
three (3”) inches or more, three (3’) feet above ground level, shall be cut, dug up, severely 
pruned or removed from any Lot without prior written approval of Declarant or the 
Architectural Control Committee. 

 

• Bradford Pear trees do not require an application and approval for removal since they are now banned 
by the State of South Carolina. 

• Fallen trees do not require an application and approval for clean-up. 

• The expectation is that tree and shrub stumps will be cut or ground to grade-level. 

 

Landscape Criteria – Standard Lot 

A. 1 Major Hardwood tree (10’-12’) 

B. 4 Corner Plantings (3 Gal.) that are 4’-6’ Evergreen. 

C. 13 Foundation Plantings (3 Gal.) that are greater than 4’ Evergreen 

D. 1 Corner Plant (7 Gal.) that is 8’-10’ Evergreen 

E. Mulched areas to conform to the natural setting. 

F. Front yard to be sodded, except at mulched areas. 

G. 3 (3 Gal.) Evergreens to screen A/C unit from street. 

H. Sod shall go to the street in all cases. 

I. Manual/automatic irrigation to cover sodded areas but stub out for future expansion. 

J. New homes must have an ACC-approved Landscape plan and complete installation prior to moving 

in. 

 

● Sodded areas should entail a minimum of ¾ of the front yard with the remaining being 

naturalized area. 

● Landscape beddings and naturalized areas should be covered with organic material (pine straw 

or mulch).  Landscape pebbles, stone or lava-rock are not approved.  Larger accent rocks may 

be used sparingly. 

● Plantings are dependent upon architectural and topographical features. 

● Landscape contractor may make in-kind plant substitutions. 

● Final grade by builder’s grading contractor. 
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Fence Requirements  
 

Woodlake Fence Requirements 
 
Note: There are many attractive fences in the neighborhood. There is also a wide variation in the types of 
fences. The previous developer may have approved some of these fences prior to the current guidelines. Our 
goal is to maintain the property values and curb appeal of the neighborhood. When a neighborhood has a 
large variation in style, material, height, and color of fencing, it can be a detriment to the appearance of the 
entire neighborhood, even if each fence looks good with the houses it is surrounding. 
 

1. General fence requirements: 
a. Homeowners with an existing fence "grandfathered" prior to the 2001 Guideline change will 

not be required to replace their fence, however, acceptance of this fence is void if the fence 
needs repair or to be replaced. In that case, the fence will have to conform to the current 
guidelines.   

b. An application must be submitted to the ACC for replacement of any portion of a fence.  
The fence must conform to existing Woodlake Design Guidelines.  An application is not 
required for repair to existing sections of fencing. 

c. ALL fences, even those styles pre-approved, must be submitted to the ACC for approval 
before construction. If attaching a fence to an adjoining neighbor's columns, you must have 
their signature of approval to do so using the Woodlake ACC Fence Neighbor Form. 

d. A plat denoting the placement of the fence and the style of fence chosen shall be submitted 
to the architectural control committee for approval. Columns, gates, a description of the 
materials to be used, and the style of fence chosen must also be submitted with the plat 
drawings. 

e. Fences are to enclose an entire back yard.  Partial fences are not permitted.  
f. See the attached drawings of fence designs that have been approved for Woodlake. The 

owner is to select only one style of the fences shown. 
g. Horizontal fence slats are not permitted. 

 
2. Fence placement: Fences are not to be placed forward of the centerline of the house AND the 

centerline of neighbor’s houses. (See Acceptable Fence Placement diagrams.) 
 

3. Wood fencing: All wood fencing is to be treated wood, is to present the "finished" side to the street 
and neighbors and is to be natural or stained. If the fence is stained it must be earth-tone in color. A 
sample of the color must be submitted with the application for ACC approval.  Perimeter wood 
privacy fencing must be 6 feet in height. 
 

4. Metal fencing: Wrought iron, steel or aluminum fencing is allowed based on the following fence 
drawings. All must be black or painted black.  Metal fencing may be 4, 5 or 6 feet in height. If a metal 
perimeter fence encloses a pool, the minimum height is 5 feet.  
 

5. Alternate material fencing: Alternative material providing a "wood-like appearance", such as the 
Enduris Endwood or Fiberon privacy fencing will be considered on an individual basis. These 
products are engineered to withstand the sun, wind, rain, and snow and are not vinyl fences. The 
appearance of these fences meets the currently approved wood fence design while offering increased 
longevity and lower maintenance. See the photos of the approved designs below. Any other "new 
technology" fence must be similar to these types of fences and approved by the ACC. They must 
have a "wood-grain" finish, earth-tone natural wood color, and vertical pickets (dog-eared or 
straight). 
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6. Prohibited fencing: Chain link, vinyl and picket fences are prohibited 

 
7. Column requirements: 16"x16" minimum columns with two- or three- corbel cap shall be positioned 

on each corner of a perimeter fence.  Columns must also be placed on both sides of any gate on any 
portion of the front side of the fence and on the street-facing side of a corner lot, space permitting. 
Columns must match the house foundation (brick, stone, or stucco). 
 

8. Gates: Approved metal gates may be used with wood privacy fences. 
 

9. Landscaping requirements: Landscaping will be required on the exterior portion of the fence when 
visible from the street or lake. 
 

10. Maintenance requirements: The owner accepts all responsibility for the maintenance of the fence and 
landscaping. 

 
11. Pool surround fences: 

a. All pool fencing must comply with Richland County Code requirements. 
b. A plat denoting the placement of the fence shall be submitted to the ACC for approval. 
c. Column requirements do not apply to pool surround fencing. 

 
12.  Special considerations – waterfront lots: Fences on waterfront lots (Woodlake and Hugo Pond) will 

be evaluated and approved on an individual basis. This situation is unique because it is paramount 
that waterfront views not be compromised.  Each waterfront lot views the back yard of many other 
waterfront lots, so overall appearance is important.  Approval shall be by the ACC with consultation 
of the Woodlake Lake Association Board or the Hugo Pond Association Board, as appropriate.  
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Acceptable Metal Fence Designs

 

Columns shall be positioned on each corner of a perimeter fence. Columns must also be placed on both sides of any gate on any 
portion of the front side of the fence and on the street-facing side of a corner lot, space permitting.  Columns must match the house 
foundation (brick, stone, or stucco). 
 

STYLE 1 Examples 
 

 

 
Typical Metal Fence 

 

 
Alternate Picket Style 

 

 

 

 
Alternate Picket Style 

 

 

 
Typical Alternate Picket Style Gate 
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Acceptable Wooden Privacy Fences 
 

 
Columns shall be positioned on each corner of a perimeter fence. Columns must also be placed on both sides of any gate on any 
portion of the front side of the fence and on the street-facing side of a corner lot, space permitting.  Columns must match the house 
foundation (brick, stone, or stucco). 
 

STYLE 2 – Charleston-Style Fence Examples 
 

 

 
Charleston-Style Fence (4’-8’ sections, finished 
side facing outward, shown with optional finial 

caps) 
 

 

 
 Charleston-Style Fence (4’-8’ sections, unfinished side 

facing inward, shown with optional finial caps) 
 

 

  
Typical Charleston-style Fence Gate (finished side facing outward) 
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Acceptable Wooden Privacy Fences (continued) 
 

 
 

Columns shall be positioned on each corner of a perimeter fence. Columns must also be placed on both sides of any 
gate on any portion of the front side of the fence and on the street-facing side of a corner lot, space permitting.  
Columns must match the house foundation (brick, stone, or stucco). 
 

STYLE 3 – Examples 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Typical Wide Gate 

 

 

 
Typical Narrow Gate 

 
 

  



 

Woodlake Design Guidelines  Page 23 of 28 
 Approved by Woodlake HOA Board: May 19, 2026 

Acceptable Wooden Privacy Fences (continued) 
 

 
 
Columns shall be positioned on each corner of a perimeter fence. Columns must also be placed on both sides of any gate on any 
portion of the front side of the fence and on the street-facing side of a corner lot, space permitting.  Columns must match the house 
foundation (brick, stone, or stucco). 
 

STYLE 4 – Examples 
 

 

 
Finished-side facing outward 

 

 

 
Unfinished side facing inward 

 

 

 
Typical Gates 
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Acceptable Alternate Material Privacy Fences 

 

FENCE DETAIL 
STYLE NO. 5 – Alternate Material Fence 
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Acceptable Fence Placement 

 

 

 

 

Non-corner lots: Fence is not to be placed forward of the centerline of the house AND the centerline 

of neighbor’s houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corner lots: Fence is not to be placed forward of the centerline of the house AND the centerline of 

neighbor’s houses. 
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Acceptable Fence Placement (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corner lots: Fence is not to be placed forward of the centerline of the house AND the centerline of 

neighbor’s houses. 
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Other Requirements (Satellite Dishes and Solar Panels) 
 

1. Satellite Dish Antenna: All satellite dishes should be mounted so that they are not visible from the 
front street, if possible. 
 

2. Solar Panels: Solar panels must be placed on the backside of homes and shielded from view from the 
street and from other lots to the maximum extent possible. When submitting the ACC Minor 
Change Application, the homeowner will be required to submit a plat with the actual footprint of the 
house, including the proposed positioning of the solar panels. The plat should be a scaled drawing of 
the home, showing the roofline and position of the road(s) and adjoining lots. 

a. If any trees need to be removed for the installation, that change will require a separate ACC 
Minor Change Application. 

b. Any solar panel installation, whether purchased or leased, must have prior approval in 
writing by the ACC. 
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Revision Notes 
 
April 21, 2026 

Page Revision 

3 Introduction – expanded to include ACC purpose, function and processes. 

5 Project Classifications/Fee Schedule – reorganized for better clarity. 

6 Construction Package – added definition for “additions”.  Clarified documents to be provided 
to builders. 

10 Architectural Details - Added gutter, front porch and step railing, and roofing guidelines.  
Corrected the term “muntin”. 

12 Window Details - Corrected the term “muntin”. 

14 Column Details - Changed minimum column diameter from 10” to 8”. 

17 Landscaping Minimum Requirements - Incorporated Covenants Article V, Section 5.  Added 
application exemption for Bradford Pear trees and fallen trees.  Clarified sod and landscape 
bedding guidelines. 

18 Fence Requirements - Reorganized entire fence requirement section for readability.  Clarified 
application requirements for “replacements” and “repairs”.  Added fence placement 
guidelines.  Clarified fence column requirements.  Added Special Considerations – Waterfront 
Lots. 

20-23 Acceptable Fence Designs - Clarified fence column requirements. 

25-26 Acceptable Fence Placement – Added diagrams. 

 
May 19, 2026 

Page Revision 

19 Fence Requirements - Special Considerations – Waterfront Lots – Revised approval language. 

 


